[Surgery of liver transplantation in children].
From 1988 until 1992, 94 children with end-stage liver disease were put forward for orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) by the surgical and anesthesic teams of the Bicetre Hospital. Due to a majority of adult donors, and to the young age of the recipients (mean = 3 years 3 months), a reduced-size graft was prepared in 64 out of the 111 transplants performed (58%). A number of children (42) had to be reoperated on due to complications: hepatic artery thrombosis, one of the most severe complications following pediatric OLT, occurred in 14 cases, and was an indication for seven out of the 17 retransplantations in this series. The eight deaths which occurred in the early postoperative period were the toll of this particularly challenging surgery.